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TO JAMES MONROE MON. MSS.

Monticello Apr. 24. 94.

I wrote to Mr. Madison on the 3d. inst. Since that I have received his of Mar. 24. 26. 31. &

Apr. 14. and yours of Mar. 26. 31 & Apr. 2. which had been accumulating in the post office

of Richmond. The spirit of war has grown much stronger in this part of the country, as I can

judge of myself, and in other parts along the mountains from N. E. to S. W. as I have had

opportunities of learning by enquiry. Some few very quiet people, not suffering themselves

to be inflamed as others are by kicks & cuffs Gr. Britain has been giving us, express a

wish to remain in peace. But the mass of thinking men seem to be of opinion that we have

borne as much as to invite eternal insults in future should not a very spirited conduct be

now assumed. For myself, I wish for peace, if it can be preserved, salvê fide et honore.

I learn by your letters & mr. Madison's that a special mission to England is meditated,

& H. the missionary. A more degrading measure could not have been proposed: and

why is Pinckney to be recalled? For it is impossible he should remain there after such a

testimony that he is not confided in. I suppose they think him not thorough fraud enough:

I suspect too the mission, besides the object of placing the aristocracy of this country

under the patronage of that government, has in view that of withdrawing H. from the

disgrace & the public execrations which sooner or later must fall on the man who partly

by erecting fictitious debt, partly by volunteering in the payment of the debts of others,

who could have paid them so much more conveniently themselves, has alienated for

ever all our ordinary & easy resources, & will oblige us hereafter to extraordinary ones

for every little contingency out of the common line: and who has lately brought the P.
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forward with manifestations that the business of the treasury had got beyond the limits of

his comprehension:—Let us turn to more pleasing themes.


